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Education 

PhD, 2006. Biblical Studies. University of Chicago Divinity School. Chicago, IL. 
Dissertation: “Constructing a New Covenant: Discursive Strategies in the Damascus Document 
and Second Corinthians.” Advisor: Hans-Josef Klauck. 

MTS, 1995. Duke Divinity School. Durham, N.C. 
BA, 1991. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Chapel Hill, N.C. Major: Psychology. 
 

Publications 
Monographs 
A Spiritual Economy: Gift Exchange in the Letters of Paul of Tarsus. Synkrisis: Comparative 

Approaches to Early Christianity in Greco-Roman Context. New Haven: Yale University Press, 
2017. 
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“Archaeology and the Historical Imagination: The Corinthian Eucharist in Architectural Context(s).” In 
Studies in the Archaeological, Historical, and Literary Context of the New Testament in Honor 
of the Work of James F. Strange. Edited by James R. Strange and C. Thomas McCollough. 
Tsemakh, Israel: Ostracon. Forthcoming. 

“Wealth, Poverty, Economy.” Pages 296–319 in The Oxford Handbook of the Synoptic Gospels. Edited 
by Stephen P. Ahearne
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Review of John Barclay and Simon Gathercole, eds., Divine and Human Agency in Paul and His 
Cultural Environment. JSNTSupp 335. London: T&T Clark, 2006. Review of Biblical Literature 
11/2009. 

Review of Kathy Ehrensperger, Paul and the Dynamics of Power: Communication and Interaction in 
the Early Christ-Movement. London: T&T Clark, 2007. Review of Biblical Literature 4/2009. 

 
Internet Resource / Digital Humanities 

Website and Blog 
Joy Rivault, Thomas R. Blanton IV, Sandra Jaeggi-Richoz, and Philippe Guillaume, project leaders. 

Gentalia & Co.: Representing Genitalia in the Ancient Mediterranean. 
https://genitaliaandco.hypotheses.org/category/accueil. (Part of the Imago Genitalium: Sex and 
Gender in Ancient Mediterranean Art project.) 

Project grant funding: 2,700.00 Swiss Francs (≈ $2,959.60). Source: Faculté des lettres et 
des sciences humaines, Université de Fribourg, Nov. 24, 2020. 

 
Blog Posts 
“Konnte Jesus lesen und schreiben? Die Frage nach der Bildung Jesu, seiner Jünger und Jüngerinnen.” 

katholisch.de: Das Nachrichtenportal der Katholischen Kirche in Deutschland. May 8, 2022. 
https://www.katholisch.de/artikel/34140-konnte-jesus-lesen-und-schreiben. Invited post. 

“Imago Genitalium: Sex and Gender in Ancient Mediterranean Art.” Gentalia & Co.: Representing 
Genitalia in the Ancient Mediterranean. Jan. 25, 2021. https://genitaliaandco.hypotheses.org/808. 

“Philo of Alexandria, Circumcision, and the Construction of the Ethnic ‘Other’ in Greek and Roman 
Art.” Gentalia & Co.: Representing Genitalia in the Ancient Mediterranean. Sept. 20, 
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Auxiliary Professor in New Testament Studies. Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. Chicago, IL 
(Spring 2014 to Spring 2018) 

Greek for Ministry (introduction to Koine Greek) 
Greek Pericopes (ELCA lectionary readings from the Greek New Testament) 
Life and Letters of Paul (on-campus and online courses) 

Visiting Assistant Professor of Religion. Department of Religion, Luther College. Decorah, IA (Fall 
2007 to Spring 2013) 

Apocalypse in Literature and Film 
Apostle Paul: Discourse and Practice 
Gift Exchange in Religion and Society 
Hellenistic Religions 
Introduction to Biblical Studies / Introduction to the New Testament 
The World of the Bible: Dead Sea Scrolls 
The World of the Bible: Ancient Mystery Religions 

Lecturer in Religious Studies. Saint Xavier University. Chicago, IL (Fall 2006) 
New Testament Christianity 

Lecturer in Religious Studies. Albion College. Albion, MI (Fall 2005 to Spring 2006) 
Introduction to Western Religions 
Introduction to the Hebrew Bible 
Introduction to the New Testament 
Jewish Life and Thought 
Introduction to Biblical Greek 



 
Thomas R. Blanton IV  

7 

 
 
William G. Dever Archaeological Fellowship for Biblical Scholars (May 19–July 24, 2015) 

The fellowship supported work in field archaeology as an Area Supervisor at Shikhin in Lower 
Galilee under the direction of James R. Strange and research at the W. F. Albright Institute of 
Archaeological Research in Jerusalem. Inaugural recipient. ($6,000.00) 

Luther College Faculty Development Grant for language study at the Goethe Institüt, Chicago (Summer 
2008: ca. $350.00) 

Wabash Fellowship in Pedagogy and the Study of Religion. University of Chicago. Chicago, IL (Spring 
2005) 

Dissertation Fellow. Martin Marty Center. University of Chicago. Chicago, IL (2002–2003) 
Milo P. Jewett Prize. University of Chicago Divinity School. Chicago, IL (2002) 
 

Conference, Workshop, and Webinar 
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“The Expressive Prepuce: Jewish Circumcision in Its Greco-



 
Thomas R. Blanton IV  

10 

“Recent Research on 2 Corinthians 3: Implications for the New Perspective.” Second Corinthians: 
Pauline Theology in the Making Seminar. Society of Biblical Literature 2009 Annual Meeting 
(New Orleans). 

“Paul’s Covenantal Theology in 2 Cor 2:14–7:4.” New Perspectives on Paul and the Jews Seminar. 
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Sept. 14–15, 2009 (invited paper). 

“Were Paul’s Opponents in 2 Corinthians Emissaries of the Jerusalem Church?” Society of Biblical 
Literature Midwest Region Meeting, 2005. 

“The Damascus Document’s ‘Critique of the Princes of Judah’: A Veiled Criticism of Aristobulus I and 
Alexander Jannaeus.” American Oriental Society / American Schools of Oriental Research / 
Society of Biblical Literature Midwest Region Joint Meeting, 2003. 

 
Professional Service and Administration 

Undergraduate Committee. Department of Theology and Religious Studies, John Carroll University 
(Fall 2022 to present) 

Faculty Advisor. Fitness Club, 


